
 

VIEWER INSIGHTS 
   

Business Sale Report 

  

Our Viewer Insights over the last 30 days take an in-depth look into the activity of business 
acquirers across the UK, showing: the most viewed sector insights on the Business Sale 
Report website, the most popular industries, and the top businesses piquing interest. 

 

Winding-Up Petitions 
 

A court order has been filed, and an insolvent business is being forced into compulsory 

termination to liquidate the company’s assets in order pay off its creditors: in this scenario, 

businesses are facing winding-up petitions. 

 
 

In the past month, businesses in the building and construction industry received the most 

views under our winding-up petition category, followed closely by technology and 

manufacturing.  
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This could be seen as part of a wider trend across the UK, with companies like Clovemead 

Limited and Dawnus Construction collapsing earlier this year.  

 

These difficulties could be seen as an opportunity. Construction firms collapsing or entering 

administration means a series of incomplete projects across the UK – potentially opening a 

space for new building developers to take advantage of.  

 

Liquidations 
 

In a liquidation, an insolvent business which cannot meet its financial obligations is closed by 

distributing its assets to petitioners. Its creditors are paid off, and the business is officially 

struck off the Companies House list. 

 

 

 

https://www.business-sale.com/news/administration/warrington-construction-company-enters-administration-218667
https://www.business-sale.com/news/administration/warrington-construction-company-enters-administration-218667
https://www.business-sale.com/news/administration/construction-mogul-dawnus-braces-itself-for-administration-218648
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50 per cent of all liquidation views in the last month went to businesses in either the 

manufacturing (26.79 per cent) or retail (24.67 per cent) sectors. High street businesses have 

been collapsing regularly this year – from baby products retailer Mothercare to travel agent 

Thomas Cook. 

 

These businesses and many more have suffered from challenging market conditions and 

severe financial difficulties this year.  

 

However, it is difficult to glean what this means for business buyers. Manufacture and retail 

have historically been popular industries due to their growth potential and sustainable demand, 

but it may be worth thinking further about plans for innovation or diversification.  

 

Administrations 
 

There wasn’t a day this month without a new business entering administration. In this instance, 

control of a company is handed over to a licensed insolvency practitioner to assess the 

business’s situation and leverage assets in order to repay creditors or finance a restructuring 

to ensure profitability going forward.   

 

 

https://business-sale.com/news/administration/mothercare-to-appoint-administrators-219578
https://business-sale.com/news/business-sale/thomas-cook-seeking-lastditch-fire-sale-219406
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Again, manufacturing and construction dominated the industry views, making up roughly one-

third of all views. Perhaps similar to businesses in liquidation, construction administrations, like 

those of Simons Group and Pro-Fix Installations, proved to be popular due to the number of 

assets available and their ability to continue trading operations as normal, often reflecting the 

things buyers are looking for. 

 

Businesses For Sale 
 

Acquisitions are a great way to expand a business by growing its portfolio of services and 

engulfing a larger share of the market. This is perhaps why this section had the most diversity 

in terms of industry views. A huge 82.46 per cent of all views fell into the Other category, 

reflecting varied interests across the board. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://business-sale.com/news/administration/building-contractor-simons-goes-into-administration-219567
https://business-sale.com/news/administration/buyer-sought-as-north-east-contractor-enters-administration-219627
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This does make sense, however. In the Businesses For Sale section, we offer a wide range of 

categories, allowing users to peruse companies tailored to their interests, needs and strategy.  

 

For this reason, Other is the most popular segment, despite manufacturing, construction and 

wholesale being the top contenders for views in the acquisition market, due to their 

attractiveness in tangible assets and generally high turnovers. 

 

The Businesses For Sale section of the website, in comparison to Winding-up Petitions, 

Administrations and Liquidations, received thousands more views. Our concluding assumption 

from this is that the desire to acquire and grow businesses is rife, even in an economic climate 

as uncertain as the one we face today. 

http://business-sale.com/companies-for-sale

